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UNITED COOPERATIVE DONATES $2,000 TO ANIMAL LEARNING LAB 

MARSHALL, WIS. – Vocational agriculture students at Marshall Public Schools are raising $40,000 to move 
their learning with animals from the parking lot to a community funded animal learning lab. Paula Bakken, 
agriculture science instructor, said the fundraising started a few years ago when the original $20,000 was 
raised for the facility. In 2017, students there have taken a renewed interest in finishing the fund drive, so junior 
high and high school students in future programs experience the animal education a facility would offer them.  

Beaver Dam-based United Cooperative this month provided $2,000 to the fundraising for Marshall Public 
Schools Animal Learning Lab. “United Cooperative appreciates that agriculture education offered by schools 
develops future producers and employees who will be a part of our farmer-owned cooperative,” said David 
Cramer, president and CEO. “It’s important that students experience not only the education, but also the 
hands-on experience of working with animals, to know if that is a career choice for them later,” he added.  

Bakken has been a teacher for 25 years. Her veterinary science classes are a highlight for students, many who 
don’t have farm backgrounds, she said. “Every other semester I teach small animals, companion animals 
(dogs, cats, fish, birds), and then large animals—beef, swine, sheep, goats. You can learn out of a book all you 
want. But to truly understand a pig, you gotta’ touch a pig,” she said.  

With over 120 students from middle school through high school in vocational agriculture classes, Bakken, has 
taught hands-on curriculum in the parking lot, rain or shine. “Lots of students come in as middle schoolers and 
say, “I want to be a veterinarian!” With the animal learning lab we can do some of the skill-building needed to 
work with animals. Instead of talking about vaccinations and ear-tagging, I can have a local farmer bring in 
cattle to process,” she said. The Animal Learning Lab will begin construction once all the money is raised.  

ABOUT US:  
Formed in 1936, United Cooperative is a full-service cooperative offering feed, grain, agronomy, and energy 
products and services to Wisconsin farmers and consumers. United Cooperative has locations in Auroraville, 
Baraboo, Beaver Dam, Coleman, Deerfield, Denmark, Greenville, Gresham, Hartford, Hillsboro, Horicon, 
Hustisford, Johnson Creek, Kendall, Mayville, Oconto Falls, Ontario, Oshkosh, Pickett, Poynette, Prairie du 
Sac, Pulaski, Reedsburg, Ripon, Rock Springs, Sauk City, Shawano, South Beaver Dam, Westfield, Wilton, 
Wonewoc and Wyocena. For more information, visit www.unitedcooperative.com. 
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